
Suggest Performance Drivers 
for each Science Case

(e.g. photon noise, crowding, etc.)

Develop Parametric Relation between Performance 
and NGAO System Requirement

Validate Models against Observational 
Data (or using Auxiliary Methods)

Is there time for another Driver?

No

For each Performance Driver & 
Science Case;

Generate Initial Performance Budget

Select Science Case(s) 
that Drive Each Performance Budget

to Yield the Most Science Return

Develop NGAO System Concept 
consistent with All Performance Budgets

Yes

Iterate Science Requirements and Performance Budgets 
until Compelling Feasible

Iterate Science Requirements, Performance Budgets, and System Concept 
until All Compelling Feasible

Generate All-In Science Simulations
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All Initial Performance Budgets Complete


